








Figure 21 — Burst Fracture

Reproduced with permission from Learning Radiology.com.
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Extension injuries typically result from rear-end
motor vehicle collisions and blows to the front of
the skull. Despite the historical origin of the name,
a Hangman’s fracture (see Figure 22) most com-
monly results from motor vehicle accidents causing
hyperextension of the neck. In the case presented
in answer option E, the impact from the dashboard
likely caused hyperextension. The injury results
in bilateral fractures through the pedicles of
the second vertebrae. Although the fracture
is considered unstable, neurologic injuries are
unusual because the anteroposterior diameter
of the spinal canal is greatest at this level.

Figure 22 — Hangman’ fracture
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