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Figure 21 – Burst Fracture

Reproduced with permission from Learning Radiology.com. 

Extension injuries typically result from rear-end 
motor vehicle collisions and blows to the front of 
the skull. Despite the historical origin of the name, 
a Hangman’s fracture (see Figure 22) most com-
monly results from motor vehicle accidents causing 
hyperextension of the neck. In the case presented 
in answer option E, the impact from the dashboard 
likely caused hyperextension. The injury results 
in bilateral fractures through the pedicles of 
the second vertebrae. Although the fracture 
is considered unstable, neurologic injuries are 
unusual because the anteroposterior diameter 
of the spinal canal is greatest at this level.

Figure 22 – Hangman’s fracture
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11	 Measuring blood pressure

12	 Co-sleeping

13	 Asbestos exposure

14	 Ulcerative colitis

15	 Ulcerative colitis

16	 Hip fracture

17	 Management of hip fracture

18	 Nonalcoholic steatohepatitis

19	 Debilitating fatigue in cancer patients

10	 Debilitating fatigue in cancer patients

11	 Orbital trauma

12	 Missed diagnosis of appendicitis

13	 Sexual intercourse during pregnancy

14	 Sexual intercourse during pregnancy

15	 Preventing childhood injury

16	 Dyspepsia

17	 Adult cancer screening

18	 Adult cancer screening

19	 Antidepressant failure

20	 Hypertensive urgency

21	 Third trimester bleeding

22	 Third trimester bleeding

23	 Third trimester bleeding

24	 Recognizing occupational asthma

25	 Medial epicondylitis

26	 Chronic pain management

27	 Chronic pain management

28	 Hyperosmolar hyperglycemia

29	 Herpes simplex encephalitis

30	 Bell’s palsy

31	 Bell’s palsy

32	 Hemolytic anemia

33	 Coronary artery calcium

34	 Metformin

35	 Metformin

36	 Transient tachypnea of the newborn

37	 Adult female preventive services

38	 Adult female preventive services

39	 Herniated lumbar disc

40	 Intrauterine contraception

41	 Intrauterine contraception

42	 Preoperative diet

43	 Newborn hearing screening

44	 Newborn hearing screening

45	 Developmental dysplasia of the hip

46	 Alcoholic hepatitis

47	 Alcoholic hepatitis

48	 Vertebral artery dissection

49	 Parkinson’s disease

50	 Parkinson’s disease

51	 Asymptomatic proteinuria

52	 Erectile dysfunction

53	 Erectile dysfunction

54	 Thrombocytosis

55	 Thrombocytosis

56	 Leukocytosis

57	 Leukocytosis

58	 Leukocytosis

59	 Thyroid disease during pregnancy

60	 Thyroid disease during pregnancy

61	 Thyroid disease during pregnancy

62	 Thyroid disease during pregnancy

63	 Vertigo

64	 Vertigo

65	 Vertigo

66	 Vertigo

67	 Shoulder examination

68	 Shoulder examination

69	 Shoulder examination

70	 Shoulder examination

71	 Cervical fractures

72	 Cervical fractures

73	 Cervical fractures

74	 Cervical fractures

75	 Cervical fractures
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