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Strength of Recommendation Based on a Body of Evidence
= this a key recommendation for clinidans regarding diagnosis or No Strength of .
treatment that merits a label? T Recommendation
not needed
fes
1
I= the recommendation based on patient-orisnted evidenca Mo
(i.e., an improvernent in maorbidity, mortality, symptoms, quality
of life, or cost)? !
L
strength of
J L ‘ Recommendation = C
Is the recommendation based on opinion, bench research, a Yag |
consensus guideline, usual practice, clinical experence, or a
case series study?
l No
Iz the recommendation based on one of the following?
+ Cochrane Review with a clear recormmendation es strength of Recom-
* USPSTF Grade A recommendation e mendation = A
# Clinical Evidence rating of Beneficial
« Consistent findings from at least two good-guality randomized
controlled trials or a systematic reviewsmeta-analysis of same No
+ Validated dinical decision rule in a relevant population Strength ﬂ'f Recom-
& Consistent findings from at least two good-quality diagnostic mendation = B
cohort studies or systernatic review/meta-analysis of same

FIGURE 2. Algorithm for determining the strength of a recommendation based on a body of
evidence (applies to clinical recommendations regarding diagnosis, treatment, prevention, or
screening). While this algorithm provides a general guideline, authors and editors may adjust the
strength of recommendation based on the benefits, harms, and costs of the intervention being
recommended. (LUISPSTF = LS. Preventive Services Task Force)
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